l\le;'s}ank

T imes Union, T he (Albany, NY) - March 26, 2021 - p age 20
March 26, 2021 | Times Union, The (Albany, NY) | Albany, New York | Pag e 20

B N R e

- Albany
chief

planner
resigns

City says he assisted in suit
against it, Common Council

g H

By Steve Hughes

Albany

Chris Spencer, the city’s commissioner
of planning and development, quietly
resigned last Wednesday.

His resignation came after the Common
Council’s leadership sent a letter to Mayor
= Kathy Sheehan complaining about Spen-
nion cer’s role in a lawsuit against the city and
the council.

The Times Union obtained a draft copy
of the letter, which asked Sheehan to in-
vestigate the issue and take any appropri-
ate actions.

“It is completely unacceptable for a city
employee to assist an opposing party in a
lawsuit, especially without discussing it
with our attorneys who are defending the
lawsuit. In addition, it is egregious that
the corporation counsel’s office enabled
it,” the letter states.

The Times Union has not been able to
: reach Spencer for comment. He worked
for the city as its chief planner since Sep-
I"‘ tember 2014.

Spencer signed an affidavit filed in Jan-

uary on behalf of a developer who sued the
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Chris Spencer, who had served as director of planning for
the city of Albany since September 2014, has resigned.
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